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August 202k =
Understanding the Times

In 1 Chronicles 12, shortly after David had become king in Israel many warriors and fighting men were coming
alongside David as he was shoring up the nation of Israel, its capital city of Jerusalem and its borders. Verse 23
lists the numbers of men around for battle who came to David at Hebron to turn Saul’s kingdom over to David,
as the Lord had said. Among them verse 32 teaches there were men from Issachar, who understood the times
and knew what Israel should do.

The Book of Ephesians references something very similar in chapter five verses fifteen and sixteen where it says,
“Be very careful, then, how you live-not as unwise, but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because
the days are evil.”

Philip Reiff an American sociologist and cultural critic wrote a seminal work in 1966. The book was entitled,
“The Triumph of the Therapeutic.” In it he said the death of God in the west had given birth to a new civilization
devoted to liberating the individual to seek his own pleasures and to managing emergent anxieties. The religious
man, who had lived according to belief in transcendent principles that ordered life around communal purposes,
gave way to the psychological man, who believed that there was no transcendent order and that life’s purpose
was to find one’s own way experimentally. Man no longer understood himself to be a pilgrim on a meaningful
journey with others, but as a tourist who traveled through life according to his own self-designed itinerary, with
perpetual happiness his ultimate goal.

Reiff foresaw the future of religion as devolution into watery spirituality, which could accommodate anything.
In 2005, sociologists of religion Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton coined the phrase “Moralistic
Therapeutic Deism” to describe this decadent form of Christianity. A belief that God exists and wants nothing
more from us than to be nice and happy.

Thus, in our new therapeutic culture, which is triumphing everywhere, the great sin is to stand in the way of
freedom of others to find happiness as they wish. This new philosophy goes hand in hand with the sexual
revolution along with ethnic and gender identity politics. Along with this is the “Transgender Phenomenon”
which requires affirming psychology over biological reality.

Rod Dreher writes in his book, “Live Not by Lies,” that Christian resistance on a large scale to these culture
shifts has been fruitless. Why, because the spirit of the therapeutic has conquered many churches as well, even
those populated by Christians who identified as conservative. He says, “very few contemporary Christians are
prepared to suffer for their faith because the therapeutic society is so deeply formed in them. Such a belief
denies the purpose of suffering in the first place. The idea of bearing pain for the sake of truth just seems so
ridiculous.”

It is important that we understand the times we are living in and make the most of our opportunities because the
days are evil.

In Christs Love,
Pastor Darrell L Nelson
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MISSION KIZZ)

“Partnering with families to help children
discover Jesus and learn how to live for Him”

Mission Kidz! is a
ministry for children 6

weeks through 4™ grade.

August 8-September 5
Nursery for kids ages 0-3, preschool for kids
age 2% through 4, and elementary classes for
kids ages 5 through 4t grade will be provided
at both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services.
During the 11:00 a.m. service, parents are
welcome to bring and watch their own
children. Video of the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
services is livestreamed into the Mom’s room.
Beginning September 12
Nursery will be provided during all three
service times. Preschool and elementary
classes will be offered during all three services,
with an earlier dismissal time as we bring back
small group time for children ages 5 through
4t grade. If you would like to serve in this
important ministry, please see Cindy Nelson,
Michelle Kephart, or Kris Westerlund.

]
ﬂt support our World Vision Sponsored child from

August Bible Lessons

A Boy’s Lunch
A Blind Man Sees the Truth
Parable of the Good Samaritan
The Welcoming Father

We are so excited to
welcome Kris Westerlund
as our new Assistant
Coordinator for Children’s
Ministries! Join us in )
welcoming her to the team! /8%

Our children are collecting an offering to

Nicaragua, Itza Jahaira Rivera Mercado.
Yearly Goal: $500

Offering total so far
for 2021: $321

Prayer Request

Please continue to be in prayer over the

recruiting and planning process as we re-

launch the full Mission Kidz! ministry
September 12!

Check out our new
Mission Kidz Facebook

page!




Financial Update

General Fund Actual Income through June: $273,766
General Fund Budgeted Income through June: $286,294

General Fund Actual Expenses through June: $256,322
General Fund Budgeted Expenses through June: $278,822

General Fund Actual Surplus through June: $17,444
General Fund Budgeted Surplus through June: $7,472

Missions Fund Actual Income through June: $60,200
Missions Fund Budgeted Income through June: $51,798

All men are invited to join us for an
hour of Bible study and Christ-centered
fellowship every Wednesday from
7:30 — 8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

MkRK JOUR
LALENDAZ!

Please plan on attending the
10:00 a.m. or the 11:00 a.m.
worship service on August 1.

Due to Family Camp, we will not
have an 8:30 a.m. worship
service.

Angust Sermon Schedule
“Second Wind”
August 1: “An Ever-Increasing Glory”

2 Corinthians 3:7-18

August 8: “Hardships and Rewards”
2 Corinthians 4:1-18

August 15: “Confident”
2 Corinthians 5:1-10

August 22: “The Great Reconciliation”
2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2

August 29: “The Ministry of Reconciliation”
2 Corinthians 6:3-13

Servies are Iv Person avnd Live Streamed Ouline

Join us for PICKLEBALL at
Mission Covenant Church. In
June we will try to play on
the outdoor courts in Lake
Nebagamon.

In case of inclement
weather, we will meet at church. This is an extension
of our SAM Miinistry, but all adults are invited to
play. We have the equipment — so come out, join the
fun and bring a friend!

(,/"\.'. . “/’\
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PICKLEBALL
p 4

Monday & Wednesday
from 9:00-11:00 a.m.

715-364-2689
10:00 Golf Tee Times Until 2pm
4-5 Person Scramble
$35 Per Player
10:00 Parade
12:00 Kids Carnival Games
2:15 Kids Relay Races Start
3:30 Kids Firehouse Games
5:00 Corn Hole Tournament
. Call Golf Course To Sign Up
MuSI(C
Deep Water Music 11lam-2pm
Amnicon Revival 3-4pm FIREWORKS |
Skakin, Not Stirred 4:30-6pm AT D ARK

Last Call 7-11pm




%“““"‘” fun @

August 7 “One Big Day”, (MUUUCE)
6th grade — 9 grade

August 22 Tubing Party
August 29 Archery Tournament
More details online

https://www.missioncovenantchurch.org/youth-
ministry

Rural Care and Share Food Shelf
Saturday, August 21 8:30 a.m.

August is the month that Mission Covenant
Church provides volunteers for our local food
shelf at Peace Lutheran Church in Poplar. If you

want to sign up to help contact Louise Alholm at
715-364-2738
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Bible Study for Young Career Adults & College
Age Students

Wednesday’s through-August 29
6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Led by Bob Coleman
A bible study for young career adults or college age
students. We will be covering topics like, knowing God's

will for my career, relationships, and how to minister to
people at school and work. Everyone is welcome.

Golf Scramble

The next golf outing sponsored by Men's Ministry is
for both men and women. It will be held at the
Poplar Golf Course on Saturday, August 28th at

3:00 p.m. We will golf 9 holes followed by a steak
dinner. The cost is $30 for golfing, cart rental and
the dinner.

Please sign up at the Welcome Center by Sunday,
August 22nd. We won't have prizes, just a fun time
to golf together with friends and make new
friends. We promise, no wiffle balls.

Contact Virgil Nelson for questions

Confirmation
Classes
Start

Wednesday, September 8,
after school

Sunday, September 12,
at 10:00 a.m.

Confirmation Classes 2021-2022

Sign-up sheets for classes this fall are at the
Welcome Center. All prospective students in
grades 5 and 6 or above, including second year
confirmands, please sign up by Sunday, August
22. The first meeting for all parents and
students planning to be in the 2021-2022
classes will be Wednesday, September 1 at 7:00
p.m. Please contact the Church office at
364-2738 with any questions.




Mission Kidz!
Kick-Off Picnic by
the Playground COWMME&PM

Sunday, Sept. 12 at noon Qﬁ@BI B*l-E—CAMP

Mission Kidz!

Bring a side dish or dessert to share. Camp Dates for 2021
Everyone is invited! %

August 2-4: Adventure Camp (grades 4-6)
August 9-13: Backpacking (grades 7-12)

&’ Check out our new Mission Kidz!
Facebook page for more details

Project Reach Out is a homeless, runaway, and at risk youth advocacy program at
the Human Development Center in Superior, WI which includes the school districts
of Superior, Solon Springs, and Maple. This program has asked our church to help

with this School Supplies Drive. Items needed are high school age back packs, 1

inch and 2 inch 3-ring binders, notebooks, folders, highlighters, pens, and
pencils. This list is at the Welcome Center and also a box to place the items
in. This drive will be held for the next 3 weeks.

MORNING BREAK COMING SOON!
Starting Tuesday, September 14
Kick-off breakfast and study introduction.
Sign-up for breakfast menu contributions at the Welcome Center

= THY WILL BE DONE..>

This fall we will begin an in-depth journey to better understand
prayer. We will study what scripture teaches us about these

questions.
l What is the PURPOSE of prayer?
What is the PROCESS of Prayer?
UNDERQT,?L%PI\TGINPRAYER What is the PROMISE of Prayer?
How do we PRACTICE Prayer?
Women’s Bible Study Together let’s develop a rich praying Life and grow tn our faith
Tuesdays | 9:30 -11:15 a.m All women are invited!

Childcare will be provided!




The SOS food share program serves 100 families per month. It occurs the
second Saturday of each month. The next SOS will be August 14. Volunteers
are needed each month from 10:30 to 12:30 to help clean up and set up
chairs. Help is greatly needed to provide this support to this ministry. Please
contact Curt Puttonen 715-919-0372 to sign up.
In Him, Curt

Associate Pastor Search Committee Update

The Associate Pastor of Worship position remains posted until September 15, 2021 which means we are
about one third of the way through the period of accepting applicants. As of the time of writing this
article, we have received four applications. So far, we have not received any applications through
CovConnect, which provides contacts with credentialed pastors already serving within the Evangelical
Covenant Church. We do consider some of the applicants to have strong potential and anticipate
conducting at least one interview in August.

I want to encourage anyone reading this update to pause in this moment to pray over the search process
and for Mission Covenant Church (MCC). Here are a few prayer prompts:

*  Thank God for what He has done at MCC and how you see Him at work here
*  Ask God what He has in store for MCC—to open your eyes and heart to His vision for our
congregation and community
Talk to God about the kind of person you want to see as a leader of worship and missions,
teacher, and pastor at MCC
Pray for God to send applicants who will meet the needs of MCC and be welcomed into our
community
Ask God what changes He is asking you personally—and our congregation as a body—to make to
follow Him
Ask God how He wants to use you to build up the body of Christ at MCC
Ask God to protect and uphold those in leadership at MCC and on the Search Committee
Pray that the Committee would listen for God’s direction and guidance in every decision and
listen well to each other
Lift up the Search Committee members by name: Pastor Darrell Nelson, Grace VanderMeiden,
Justin Orme, Wanda Paulsen, Marilyn Nelson, Brian Johnson, and Laura Wolden.
Thank you for your prayers!
Laura Wolden
Pastoral Search Committee Chair
laura.wolden@gmail.com

For anyone considering to apply for the Associate Pastor of Worship position, please see
missioncovenantchurch.org for complete job description, qualifications, and application information.
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Sundays

6:30 p.m.

Righteous Rabbit Trails.
A Sunday conversation group
O LORD, LISTEN TO MY CRY:; GIVE ME THE DISCERNING MIND YOU PROMISED." PSALM 119:169

What is in a name? | chose the name "Righteous Rabbit Trails" to describe the type of discussion group | would
like to see develop. Throughout my time as a Christian and in ministry, | have led many Bible study and topical
study groups. Many of them used a well-defined curriculum. The studies had a linear aspect moving along in an
orderly fashion to a predetermined end. Occasionally the group would get off track, and the discussion would
focus on something, perhaps related, but all-together different from the plan for that meeting. I call these
diversions "Rabbit Trails." Over the years | have noticed that often when we have been on these "Rabbit Trails,"
God is at work in the heart and mind of someone seeking an answer to one of life's big questions. | think it is
exciting to be a part of a group when God is at work and someone takes a step closer to being at home with God,
so the whole point of the group is to get at the questions and fears that hinder the development and deepening of
your faith and its application to life today.

Where do you turn to find the answers to life's big questions? Sadly, for most of us the first place we turn is
Google. Sometimes we never even get to the big questions because our media and the academy have already told
us what the answers are. But | would point you to Phillippians 2:12 where Paul tells us to "continue to work out
your salvation with fear and trembling." Ultimately it falls to each of us to find the answers to life's big questions
for ourselves. So what do we do?

When | was in seminary, there were a number of Methodists studying with me. Have you ever wondered where
Methodists got their name? That's right, the Wesley brothers developed a method to find the answers to life's big
questions. This method based its teaching on four sources as the basis for finding truth, God's Will. These four
sources are Scripture, tradition, reason, and Christian experience, with Scripture above all else. If you ask, very
few Methodists know anything about the method. But, there is something to the method, so | propose we use it to
find those big answers. | need you to reason with me, to share your understanding of the tradition of the
Evangelical Covenant Church and the greater Church, share your Christian experience and pour over the
Scripture with me.

The sermon series "Courageous Christianity" is finished, but the discussion goes on. Righteous rabbit Trails
will continue as long as there is interest. So, I invite you to join me in discussion of God's call to us to be "Salt
and Light" in our world. There is so much to talk about, current events, theology, our personal experience of
God and His word, family, gifts of the spirit and so much more. | look forward to seeing you Sunday evenings,
6:30 at the church.

Pastor Zach Croshy



MISSIONS

Save the Date!

Missions Celebration
Sunday, September 12th

Rob & Sandy Shaffer Entrust Europe
will join us in person to talk about what
has been happening through the past year!!

Lorraine Green will join us again to tell her
story of getting started in missions.

Laryssa Vik will share about her life changing trip to Equador!

Talia Martens will share about her trip to the
Dominican Republic with YWAM.

Pot Luck/Blessing Mealt oIIo' ‘

Plan to join us at Noon to hear more from these
missionaries. Bring a dish to share!



LIBRARY LINES

August 2021

Again we’ve had donations! A kind lady had given us
several DVD study series. So if you are interested in
doing a study at home, please borrow one of these.
You can select from Beth Moore, John Ortberg or
Nancy Alcorn. Look above the shelves and you'll see
other choices as well, including two series by Jenny
Allen. Some are still VHS.

The public libraries are no longer doing book
guarantine, so feel free to put your returns anywhere
in the gray cart.

Enjoy some good reading!

After the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday’s we
need everyone to help stack chairs into
groups of 10 and put them away in the chair
room.

Thank you!




We will continue our SOS Foodshare distribution the same as we have the past 3
months with ONLINE PURCHASES- see link below and it will be a DRIVE THRU
ONLY service, where guests will stay in their vehicles and shares will be brought out
and loaded into your vehicle by our volunteers.

This process will be as follows:

« DRIVE THRU ONLY format so PLEASE REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLES.

« You will be directed where to line up your vehicle.

« Please ONLY arrive 10 mins before your online registration time slot.

« Registration will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will end when all shares have been
distributed.

- While you are waiting in line, our volunteers will come to your vehicle to
confirm your online registration and put a 1/2 or full sign under your windshield
wiper.

«  When prompted you will pull your vehicle up the side church doors and
volunteers will bring your share(s) to your car and load it into your vehicle.

« PLEASE HAVE YOUR TRUNK EMPTY AND READY TO RECEIVE THE
BOXES CONTAINING YOUR SHARE. Some things may be boxed, but you
should also have an extra empty tub or two in your trunk.

« THE CHURCH BUILDING WILL NOT BE OPEN; however, you may use
the restroom.

In light of the current situation, we will be carrying out this distribution with
considerably fewer volunteers. Please be patient with this process as we strive to
follow CDC guidelines while we help our community to stretch their food budget
during this critical time. We are hopeful that with a little patience and understanding
we can make this a safe and successful distribution for those that participate.

Link for online purchases which will only stay open until 12pm Friday!
https://eventsframe.com/e/tZ941rs7C/mission-covenant-church-sos-food-share/

Blessings,
Your SOS Foodshare Volunteers



https://eventsframe.com/e/tZ94lrs7C/mission-covenant-church-sos-food-share/

Dear Church Family,

Several months ago, the Church Council approved the creation of an electronic
directory for our parishioners. The new electronic directory is hosted by, “The
Instant Church Directory Online.” This program allows us to access our churches
directory online via phone app and home computers. We can also print hard copies
for those who would so desire. The site is secure, password protected, and only
authorized directory participants of Mission Covenant Church can access it. You can
share as little or much information as you want

about yourself/family.

Information you can share;

Name(s) =

Home address 3 9}, ——
° p‘ g - )

Email address W . 2

Phone number R =

Photo (you will need to email photo the Church office) N

Birth and anniversary dates -

The advantage of an electronic directory is you can update your information
instantly. If something changes it can be updated quickly so the directory stays
current.

We understand that some people may want to be included in the directory and others
are not interested. So, we are asking that you let the church office know your
participation preference & information from above that you want shared. Please

contact us via email at, info@missioncovenantchurch.org or call the office 715-364-
2738

The administrative team is working hard to be accurate with all the information
entered into the directory, but it will require you in phase two of this rollout, to
check your profile for accuracy and make necessary updates.

What is next?? Please contact church office with your participation preference
and the information you would like shared in the directory as listed above in bold.

Thank you, MCC Electronic Directory
Team A

Instant M |
Church Directory™



“n us‘f‘or a weekend aW@@ae€evenant Park.

endigdibothimeet God!

“Christian Fr
Speaker: Pastor Molly Weinrich™
Worship Leader: LauraStarr

- ‘ ReadMelly's full bio

'on the Covenant Park
\Website.

eeBar | SlentAuction | ClimbingWall & Zipline
Make N Take activities... and morel

REGISTER at covenantpark.org

Covenant Park Bible Camp | 3402 CovenantParkRd | Mahtowa MN 55707
office@covenantpark.org | 218-389-6398




PRAYER
REQUESTS

God's continued provision
for the ongoing ministry,
especially as we add year
round opportunities and
staff.

-Each camper and guest to
encournter God during their
time at camp.

God's protection

-Summer staff and
volunteers to serve well and
stay energized for the
second half of their

summer. For direction as

they transition to new

places and life seasons in
the fall.

"Who the Son Sets Free is Free Indeed"

Campers are back! We have met 4 groups of campers now with
anticipatation and double the excitement after waiting two years to
welcome kids back to camp this time around.

For many campers the first day of camp is also a time of major excitement
and anticipation of what the week will hold. Games, new friends, swimming,
time away from home, and a renewed relationship with God all hold places
on the list of things campers look forward to. But there are also faces that
give a glimpse of the burdens, hurts, reservations, uncertainties, and
insecurities that they carry. Each week certain campers hit the "prayer
radar" a little extra. You can just tell the battle has them walking around
defeated, struggling, hopeless. But more than once now, as we fight on our
knees for them, we watch the battle lines turn as the week progresses. You
can almost see the struggle being worked out before you, as God wins their
heart, takes their burden, and gives them a realization of His life. "Where the
Spirit of the Lord is there is Freedom™ (2 Corinthians 3:17) and the faces can't
help but show a heart that has been set free! Eyes are brighter, smilles
stretch cheek to cheek, hands are lifted in worship, steps are lighter,
laughter is louder. What an awesome picture of Christ's gift of victory.



YEAR ROUND
CAMP
OPPORTUNITIES
ARE COMING TO
COVENANT PARK!

Covenant Park is now open
for year-round rentals and
groups in the Lakeside Lodge!
Looking for a place for your
next family gathering, small
group or leadership retreat,
youthgroup getaway, or
corporate training? Covenant
Park would love to host your
group! Winter activites
include broomball,
snowshoeing, and coming
this winter-Sauna! Camp also
has access to ice fishing,
nearby snowmobile trails and
is just a 30 minute drive from
downhill skiing and tubing.
Learn more at
covenantpark.org/rentals.

Stay tuned for more
opportunities offered by
CPBC for you and your family
as well!

FAMILY GETAWAY
WEEKEND

August 19-22

Looking for a place to get

away this summer? Create
your own camp experience
at CPBC!

Step 1: Rent a cabin or an
RV/Tent space.

Step 2: Choose from lots of
activity options like
tubing, climbing wall and
zipline, movie night,
campfire and smores,
wagon rides, swimming
and more! Chapel each
day with worship and
messages from Presence
Music!

Step 3: Make lots of
memories together!

More Information at
covenantpark.org/events

WOMEN'S
RETREAT

Sept 10-12, 2021
Join us for a full weekend of
connection, relaxation and
worship!

Speaker: Molly Weinrich will
be speaking on Christian
Friendships
Tons of activities to choose
from-kayaking, paddle
boarding. climbing wall and
ziplining, pontoon and
wagon rides + make and take
scones, essential oils,
watercolor and wooden
signs.

Grab your favorite specialty
coffee at the coffee bar, and
shop the silent auction and

camp store.

Register at

covenantpark.org/events
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

Aug 1 2 3 4 ] b 7
G ¢ 9an Pickie bal, MMC ® 7:30am Menis Bible Study, F Hall ~ ® 6pm Worship Practce, MMC
# 8:30am Mission Kidz!, CE Wing # 6:30pm Pastoral Search Meeting, MM # 9am Pickleball, MMC
# 10am Contemporary Worship, MMC # 6pm College & Young Adutts Bible Stu

# 11am Tradifional Worship, Sanctuary
# 6:30pm Righteous Rabbit Trails, Zach

8 9 10 n 12 13 14
# 8:30am Mission Kidz!, CEWing # 9am Pickle ball, MMC # 7pm Council Meeting, CE1/3 # 7:30am Men's Bible Study, F. Hall # 6pm Worship Practice, MMC # 0:30am S0 Food Share, MMC
& 5:30am Contemporary Worship, MMC @ 6:30pm Elder Board Meeting, MK Larg # 9am Pickleball, MMC
# 10am Contemporary Worship, MMC # opm College & Young Adutts Bible Stu

# 11am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
# 6:30pm Righteous Rabbit Trails, Zach

15 16 17 18 19 20 i
# 8:30am Mission Kidz!, CEWing # 9am Picklz ball, MMC # 7:30am Men's Bible Study, F. Hall # 6pm Worship Practice, MMC # 9am Rural Care & Share Food Shelf, Pt
# 8:30am Contemporary Worship, MMC # 9am Pickleball, MMC
# 10am Contemporary Worship, MMC # 6pm College & Young Adutts Bible Stu

# 11am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
# 6:30pm Righteous Rabbit Trails, Zach

22 23 24 25 26 7 28
o &30am Mission Kidz!, CEWing @ 9am Pickieball, MMC ® 7:30am Men's Bible Sudy, . Hall @ 6pm Worship Practce, MMC Golfoumament
# 8:30am Contemporary Worship, MMC @ 6:30pm Elder Board Meeting, MK 1/3 # 9am Pickleball, MMC
# 10am Contemporary Worship, MMC # opm College & Young Adutts Bible Stu

# 11am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
# 6:30pm Righteous Rabbit Trails, Zach

29 30 k]l

# 8:30am Mission Kidz!, CEWing # 9am Picklz ball, MMC
# 8:30am Contemporary Worship, MMC

# 10am Contemporary Worship, MMC

# 11am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

# 6:30pm Righteous Rabbit Trails, Zach

AUGUST



